                                    What Is Your Pet Worth?

     The laws in all 50 states entitle the owner of a pet that is killed deliberately or accidentally to the depreciated cash value of their pet.  Dr. Kenneth Newman, a practicing veterinarian with 31 years experience, believes that the laws of the land that classify pets as property, with the same rights as a chair, are out of touch with the public’s sentiment.  Ninety percent of pet owners now consider their pets to be their children. Dr. Newman and his beloved Labrador Retriever, Gracie, were crushed between the rear of his family car and the back of a car driven by a lady who backed up 25 yards admittedly without looking.

     “Gracie saved my life.  She received the greatest impact since she was wider than my leg and I did not feel the impact until she was compressed to the width of my knee,” says Dr. Newman.  Gracie was killed in the accident.  

     Dr. Newman has written and published, Meet Me at the Rainbow Bridge, a memoir that emphasizes the importance of dogs throughout his life. “I knew I had to do something when the Geico attorney looked me in the eye and told me that my case was a simple broken leg case.   Gracie was just a dog and I could not receive a penny for loss of companionship or pain and suffering. I was far more upset that Gracie had been killed than the fact that my leg was crushed.” 

     Dr. Newman hopes to draw attention to this inequity and work to change the laws regarding the legal status of pets.  “I know it will be an uphill battle; however, slaves, women, and children were all ignorantly considered to be property in our past.  It is a logical progression that pets, which give us unconditional love, receive some minimal standard of care and that the emotional loss of a pet be recognized by our courts,” says Dr. Newman. 

     Meet Me at the Rainbow Bridge is available through lulu.com, and can be found at www.lulu.com/content/8922946.  For further information about Dr. Newman and his book, please go to meetmeattherainbowbridge.com
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